THE ART OF POLITICAL LYING

WE are told the devil is the father of lies,
and was a liar from the beginning; so
that, beyond contradiction, the invention is old:
and, which is more, his first Essay of it was
purely political, employed in undermining the
authority of his prince, and seducing a third part
of the subjects from their obedience: for which
he was driven down from heaven, where (as
Milton expresses it) he had been viceroy of a
great western province; and forced to exercise
his talent in inferior regions among other fallen
spirits, poor or deluded men, whom he still daily
tempts to his own sin, and will ever do so, till he
be chained in the bottomless pit.

But although the devil be the father of lies, he
seems, like other great inventors, to have lost
much of his reputation by the continental im-
provements that have been made upon him.

Who first reduced lying into an art, and
adapted it to politics, is not so clear from his-
tory, although I have made some diligent in-
quiries. I shall therefore consider it only accord-
ing to the modern system, as it has been culti-
vated these twenty years past in the Southern
part of our own island.
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